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1. The official newspaper of the SED "Neues Deutschiand® ovublished
an interview recentiy with Prof. Dr. Linser, the head of the
Central Health Administration ,0of the German Economic Commission
(DWX), In hisg interview Tr. Linsar conceded that there were
still hottlenecks and shortarces in the medical supply situation
in the Soviet Zone, but maintained nevertheless that thers
waes an adeouate and continulng =upnly of medicaments and
pharmaceuticals to take care of the needs of the population.

2. According to =ource, the above statement does not reflect the
true state of the medical supply probdblem in the Soviet Zone.
Source concedes that certain gape in medical supplies have
been filled recently to zome extent. For example, in the case
of penieiilin it was vossible to relax considerably the former
strict rationing controlas, and at oresent the nroduction of
penicillin in the Soviet Zone almoset approaches the demand.
The inslin situation has aleo greatly immroved recently,
although this drug igs still not oroduced in sufficient quantity,
nro:ibly because of the relatively small number of avallable
cattle.

3. On the other hand, certaln bottlenecks are continuing and no
immediate prosnect of imnrovement seems to be in sight. One’
of these concerns the medicines for the treatment of tubercu-
losis. At oresent streptomycin and the new preparation Tt T 693
are most ureently in demand. Both medicines are either -
unavailable or in extremelvy short supnly in the Soviet Zone.
The treatment of health inrurance vatients and patients in »
public hosnitale with either of these medicines ig not vwet o
possible.
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There are other conriderable ~ane in the medical sunnly eitnation
vhich make the work in the hoenitale, and eereelnlly in the
operatine rorme, more Ajffienlt. Partienlarly noticeable ig

the cverall <hortave of narcotics, euch ae marnhine, codeine,

ard diendi{d., Attempte to nrodnee these drnge in the Coviet Zone
have not yvet met with the, hoved~for enceses and moet of the
requirements must be met throush purchase ih Mest Germanv,

There i= aleo a great lack of chemically comnosed heart and
cireulator” stimulants, such as evmnathol, coramin, gacanol, etc.
There is aleo a shortage of medicines for uce dnrine childbirth
and an extreme chortaze of zood vitamin »renaratione.

The 1lack of nharmacentical chemicale, used for analvei= and
other nurrose= in serology, has cansed a enecial bottlencok.
A1l mure chemicales are efther scarce or unnrocnrabte throurh
leral channels. Thie 1e¢ due o the fact that the leading
mamifacturers, "erck, Knoll, Bever, etc. are located in Yeetern
Germany, an@ the chemicals »enld have te he ohtained for Weot
Marl paymente, or throu-h eomren=ation agreements. Pharmaciste
and clinies feel eenecially the laek of alkaleicd=, esveclallvy
ateronin, nilocarnine, strovhanthin, caffeire, ard gquinine.
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